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Ua lehualehu a manomano ka ʻikena a ka Hawaiʻi. 
Great and numerous is the knowledge of the Hawaiians. 

- Native Hawaiian Proverb (Pukuʻi) 



First Stewards Symposium 2012: 
Coastal Peoples Address Climate Change 



ʻAimalama	

He aliʻi ka ʻāina, 
 he kauā ke kanaka 

Land is chief, 
man is servant 

ʻO ke akua ke komo, 
 ʻaʻoe komo kanaka 

Elements 
penetrate where 

man cannot 

Kaulana	
Mahina	

“Pay-Ten0on”	
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“In	light	of	a	changing	
climate	and	changes	in	
our	environment,	she	
stressed	the	need	to	
transiRon	our	people	
from	lawaiʻa	to	mahi	

iʻa	~	from	fisher	people	
to	fish	farmers.”		
~Hiʻilei	Kawelo~	

	
“Through	the	

discriplined	culRvaRon	
of	observaRon	skills,	

we	learn	about	
adapRng	to	change	by	
anRcipaRng	the	forces	
that	arrive	to	influence	
our	environment.”	
~Roxy	Stewart~	

	
	
	



“Guided	by	the	
heavens,	our	ancestors	
populated	every	corner	
of	the	Pacific	Ocean.		

Through	keen	
observaRons	of	the	
environment,	they	

were	able	to	glide	over	
the	vast	ocean	with	

confidence	and	intent.		
Today,	the	canoe	
remains	an	integral	
part	of	our	existence,	
spurring	cultural	
revitalizaRon	and	

reawakening	ancient	
knowledge.”	

~Bonnie	Kahapeʻa-
Tanner	and	Pua	
Maielua-Lincoln~	

	
	
	





“Spiritual	pracRces	
govern	the	planRng,	
harvesRng,	and	eaRng	
of	food,	and	as	moon	
cycles	dictate	the	
opRmum	Rmes	to	

engage	in	these	various	
stages	of	farming,	its	
significance	to	their	
work	is	paramount.”	
~Kaʻiulani	Odom~	

	
	
	





Audience	Par0cipa0on	!	

Go	to-		hPp://siR.ly	
	

Par0cipant	code-		naisa	



Audience	Par0cipa0on	!	

What	significant	OBSERVATIONS	
	have	you	observed	in	your	own	

environment	over	the	last	3	years	?	

Kahana	Maui	-	Pigs	move	range	farther	at	night	when	the	
moon	is	full,	pigs	complete	circle	home	

	range	in	1	lunar	cycle	
	

Keaʻau	Mauka,	Puna,	Hawaiʻi	–	late	aRernoons	are	
the	mis0est	0me	of	the	day	
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CreaRng	an	Experience	

ʻAimalama	Lunar	Conference	
September	25	-27,	2015	



GOAL	OF	THE	EXPERIENCE	
	Bring	together	

parRcipants	from	various	
communiRes	to	share	how	
acRve	kilo	(environmental	
observaRon	and	forecast)	in	
various	habitats,	from	the	

wao	akua	to	the	kai	
(mountain	to	sea),	can	serve	
to	effecRvely	monitor	and	
miRgate	unprecedented	

climate	change.		



ParRcipants	

200+	par0cipants	from	Hawaiʻi,	Aotearoa,	Tahi0,	
Moʻorea,	Rarotonga,	and	Yap		



Panel	Discussions	
Mahi	ʻai	(farming)		
Mahi	iʻa	(fishing)		
Birthing	&	healing	pracRces		
EducaRon		
Resource	management	
Lunar	calendar	tools	



ApplicaRon	Sites	
Papahana	Kuaola	(Kāneʻohe)		
Paepae	o	Heʻeia	(Heʻeia)		
Maʻo	Organic	Farms	

(Waiʻanae)		
Kumuola	FoundaRon	

(Mānoa)		
Ka	Papa	Loʻi	o	Kānewai	

(Mānoa)		

Kānehūnāmoku	Voyaging	
Academy	(Kualoa)		

Aihualama	at	Lyon	
Arboretum	(Mānoa)		

Hoʻoulu	ʻĀina	(Kalihi)	

Kaulana	Mahina	Workshop	



Values	Alignment	

Online	Resources	
MeeRng	Sijer	
Local	Chefs	



Next	Steps	
Community	based	workshops	

	
2016	InternaRonal	Union	for	ConservaRon	of	
Nature	World	ConservaRon	Congress	(IUCN	

WCC)	–	Honolulu,	Hawaiʻi		



Audience	Par0cipa0on	!	

Go	to-		hPp://siR.ly	
	

Par0cipant	code-		naisa	



Audience	Par0cipa0on	!	

What	significant	CHANGES	
	have	you	observed	in	your	own	

environment	over	the	last	3	years	?	

Waimānalo	Oʻahu	-	there's	an	increase	in	honu		
(sea	turtle)	populaRon	and	a	decrease		

in	lobster	populaRon	

Kailua,	Oʻahu	-	Sand	has	disappeared	in	huge	
quanRRes	on	beaches		
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‘Aimalama 

Intimate & consistent 
connection to  
place/resource 

Multi-
generational 
stewardship 

practices 

Holistic & 
comprehensive 

understanding of 
the system 



ʻAimalama	

Intimate & consistent 
connection to place/

resource 

Hawaiian 
point of 

reference 

Engaging 
spirituality 

Multi-generational 
stewardship practices 

Internalization of 
ancestral knowledge 

& practice 

Adapting to change by 
anticipating how change 

will influence the 
environment 

Holistic & 
comprehensive 

understanding of the 
system 

Commitment 
 to kilo 

Investment of 
time/energy to 
the resource 



Intimate, consistent, spiritual 
connection to place/resource 



Intimate & consistent connection to place/resource 

Facilitation of 
learning in 
authentic 

environments 

Hawaiian 
World View 

Prioritized 
Knowledge & Skills 



Holistic & comprehensive understanding 
of the system 

Hurricane Iselle 
Aug. 2014 

Tsunami (Chile) 
Feb. 2010 

High Surf /  
Sea Level Rise 



Holistic & comprehensive understanding of the system 

Rearing the “now-generation” of practitioners 



Multi-generational 
 stewardship practices 



Multi-generational stewardship practices 

Teacher-Practitioners 
Youth-Practitioners 

Family-Practitioners 

Community-
Practitioners 



Kaulana Mahina 

•  knowing & following pō mahina 
•  pō mahina decision-making 

•  recognizing pō mahina 



•  thinking in terms of cycles 

•  habituating practice 
•  thinking holistically 

Kaulana Mahina 



Helpful	ʻAimalama	Resources	

Loko Iʻa Observation Log: 
 
http://www.wpcouncil.org/wp-
content/ 
uploads/2013/04/Loko-Ia-
Observation-log.pdf 
 
 
 
2015 Lunar Calendar: 
 
http://www.wpcouncil.org/wp-
content/ 
uploads/2013/04/
Hawn_LunarCal-2015_web_ 
SECURED.pdf 



Helpful	ʻAimalama	Resources	

http://www.aimalama.org 
 



Helpful	ʻAimalama	Resources	

2015-2016 
Lunar Calendars 



Helpful	ʻAimalama	Resources	

Kilo Journals 

Place-Based 
Lunar Calendar 

Exemplar  



Helpful	ʻAimalama	Resources	

Join Our Facebook Page 



We are looking to train people  
how to begin ‘Aimalama practices  
through the Kaulana Mahina. 

‘Aimalama is going mobile  
2016-17 to a community  

near you… 



I ka nānā no a ʻike. 
By observing, one learns. 

 
- Native Hawaiian Proverb (Pukuʻi) 
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Send	us	an	email	to	join	our	
network	&	receive	updates	

	
Facebook	Group-		@HuiAimalama	


